622      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
who rode with me upon the field on the day which it commemorated, a description of which visit is in Frazer for April. Please accept the medal as a token of the good wishes of
Yours truly, BENJ. F. BUTLER
From General Alonzo Draper
Head Quarters 1st Din. 25th Ala., in the Field, VA., May 28,1865
[Not in chronological order]
Major Gen. BENJ. F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
MY DEAE GENERAL: I have to acknowledge your very kind letter of the 25th instant.
I have delivered the medals and your messages to Major Gen'l Weitzel.
Measures have already been taken to ascertain the names of enlisted men distinguished for gallantry in any action of the last campaign against Richmond, and a list will probahly be sent you before the expiration of the month. The 2nd Division is already embarked, and lay yesterday at Hampton Roads.
The 1st Division will probably embark within forty-eight hours. It is understood that we are to rendezvous at Fort Gaines.
I shall look forward with anxiety for changes in the cabinet.
I trust that in three years more it will be my privilege to take the stump in favor of Gen. Butler's election to the Presidency.
The present emergency demands an Executive possessing capacity, integrity, and an iron will, qualities which few persons combine.
IE the election could be held to-day, the result would not be doubtful.
If my humble abilities can be made serviceable to you in any way, you may command them.
I take pleasure in subscribing myself.
Your friend and most obdt. Ser., ALONZO DRAPER
From R. D. Mussey
Executive Office, WASHINGTON, D. C., July 1st, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
Major General B. F. BUTLER, LOWELL, MASS.
GENERAL: I saw at the Mint the other day some medals ordered by you for colored troops. I wish very much to pro-